
Native Claremonter John L. Webb,
known to family and friends as Jack, died
on September 9, 2009 from complica-
tions of Alzheimer’s disease. He was 85. 

Mr. Webb was born to Vivian and
Thompson Webb on November 4, 1923
and grew up on the campus of The Webb
Schools and eventually became a Webb
graduate. 

After serving in the navy during World
War II, he earned a degree at Pomona
College. He then accepted a job as a
clerk with the State Department and re-
quested an assignment in China, pursu-
ing his interest in the country that was
inspired by the novels of Pearl S. Buck
and by a Chinese scholar at Pomona.  He
was assigned to the American Consulate
in Darian, China. 

However, during his sea voyage on a
freighter bound for China, the consulate
in Darian closed, and Mr. Webb was re-
assigned to the American Embassy in
Tokyo, Japan. There, he met Chieko
Sakai whom he married in 1953. 

Leaving the State Department, Mr.
Webb accepted a teaching position at the
Iolani School in Honolulu, Hawaii,
where he and his new bride began their
married life. 

Returning to Claremont in 1957, Mr.
Webb began teaching at Foothill Country
Day School. In 1962, he ventured back
to Japan with his family and taught at the
Tokyo American School. 

Mr. Webb and his family came back to
California, settled in Larkspur and taught
at the Marin Country Day School. It was
there that he rekindled a childhood love

of boating and became a member of the
Marin Power Squadron. He studied boat
building at Arthur Piver’s boatyard and,
in his backyard, built a small sailing tri-
maran, which was very fast, stable and
graceful on the water and provided great
fun for friends and family. 

In 1965, Mr. Webb once again settled
in Claremont and began teaching Eng-
lish at Pomona High School. He also
coached the debate and tennis teams
there, the latter of which presented him
with a plaque with the inscription,
“Coach Webb. For the best season yet.”
He was enthusiastic and proud of both
teams, noted his wife. 

While teaching at PHS, Mr. Webb
earned a master’s degree in library sci-

ence at Claremont Graduate School (now
University), and became a librarian at the
high school. Outside of work, he enjoyed
collecting books on fine art and crafts. 

In the summertime, Mr. Webb fre-
quently took his family to the beach at
Corona Del Mar. When the family went
out surfing, his wife had difficulty pad-
dling her board to her desired destina-
tion, and she wished she had something
that would help her paddle. Hearing this,
Mr. Webb experimented, and the out-
come was the invention of flexible, rub-
ber hand-paddles, which he patented. He
named the product “Swifty Mitt” after
the original webbed, neoprene glove pro-
totype. 

Another interest of Mr. Webb’s was ar-
chitecture, and he enjoyed visiting Frank
Lloyd Wright’s Taliesin and Taliesin
West. In 1967, he began building a cedar
and stone house on a hillside in Clare-
mont. Natural materials were important
to him, and he hand-selected each rock
from local sources with the help of fam-

ily and good friends, and he delighted in
doing much of the work himself. 

After retiring from Pomona High
School, Mr. Webb developed the hillside
around his house into an orchard of Kaki
persimmons, happy with the experience
of being a farmer. The soil of Webb
Canyon was well-suited for these trees
and, with his good care, they produced
abundant, high-quality fruit. 

Mr. Webb’s neighborhood involve-
ment led to service on the board of the
Webb-Oak Water Company. 

Mr. Webb is survived by his wife of 57
years, Chieko Sakai Webb; his son, Kenji
Webb; his daughter-in-law, Anne Marie
Webb; his former son-in-law, Jerold Ter-
hune; his grandchildren, Jessamyn and
Justin Terhune; and his brother, William
Webb. He was preceded in death by his
daughter, Mieko Webb Terhune. 

A celebration of Mr. Webb’s life will
be held at 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, No-
vember 7, 2009 in the Vivian Webb
Chapel on The Webb Schools campus. 
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Bob Rogers
A memorial service for Claremont

resident Bob Rogers will take place at
2 p.m. on Monday, October 26, 2009
at the Marian Miner Cook Athenaeum
on the Claremont McKenna College
campus, 385 E. 8th St.

Mr. Rogers died on October 20,
2009 at his home.

A more complete account of Mr.
Rogers' life will appear in an upcoming
edition of the COURIER. 


